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Town  of  Manning 

• (Revised  October  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  28-91-23-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  397 
miles  northwest  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  35  (Mackenzie  Highway). 

2.  ALTITUDE 

1,505  feet  Latitude  - 56/55  Longitude  - 117/37 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 57  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 17  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 34  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 14.8  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 48.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 19.67  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  underlying  the  glacial  drift  at  Manning  is  of  the  Fort  St.- 
John group,  which  is  Lower  Cretaceous  in  age.  This  horizon  is  a series  of 
marine  and  sandy  shales  and  are  predominantly  grey  to  greyish  black  in 
color  when  seen  in  outcrop. 

6.  SOIL 

Manning  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  which  may 
be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can 
usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black  or  dark 
brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic  matter 
and  considerably  greyer  than  the  top  soil.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface 
horizons  average  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub-soils  are  generally  dark 
brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  30  to  50  inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zones. 
Leaching  of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming,  which  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in 
the  crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required, 
should  be  practised  for  best  results. 

7.  HISTORY 

Manning  is  the  newest  town  in  the  north,  and  was  named  after  Alberta's 
premier,  the  Honourable  E.  C.  Manning.  The  town  was  founded  by  Pat  Craig, 
who  saw  the  Battle  River  country  after  the  Second  World  War  and  decided 
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it  was  a coming  part  of  the  Peace  River  Block.  The  only  building  in  the  area 
was  the  old  Battle  River  Hospital,  built  by  the  Women's  Missionary  Society 
of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  to  serve  the  needs  of  a vast  area  north  of 
Peace  River.  After  purchasing  land  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Notikewin  River, 
Mr.  Craig  built  a modern  hotel,  and  soon  after  buildings  from  North  Star 
and  Notikewin  were  moved  to  the  site. 

Manning  prospered  during  the  excelleint  post-war  crop  years,  and 
was  incorporated  as  a village  on  December  31,  1951,  and  became  a town 
on  January  1,  1957. 

The  Manning  Municipal  Hospital  was  constructed  at  a cost  of  $127,000 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  small  hospitals  in  the  province. 

In  1955  a new  bridge  across  the  Notikewin  River  was  officially 
opened. 

The  Great  Slave  Lake  Railway,  constructed  by  Canadian  National 
Railways,  reaching  Manning  in  September  1962.  This  completed  the  first  link 
of  the  railway  from  Roma  to  Pine  Point. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Manning  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Notikewin  River  and  is 
approximately  55  miles  north  of  Grimshaw.  Streets  are  broad,  buildings 
seldom  are  more  than  a single  storey  and  stucco  predominates  as  an  exterior 
finish.  The  residential  area  is  also  well  planned. 

Big  game,  ducks,  geese  and  upland  game  birds  are  plentiful  in  the 
district.  Fishing  is  good  in  surrounding  lakes  and  streams. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year  term,  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  town  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  policy  set 
by  the  council. 


Town  offices  are  located  next  to  the  fire  hall. 
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10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

One  town  police  constable. 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment  - 1 corporal  and  1 cons- 
table. 

Building  Regulations  - the  building  code  is  the  National  Building  code. 
Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act.  Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health 
Regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  eighteen  volunteer  fire- 
men. 

Equipment 

One  1942  - 250  GPM  pumper  with  250  gallon  tank,  one  1939  - 200  GPM 
pumper  with  500  gallon  tank,  1,400  feet  of  2Vz  inch  hose,  500  feet  of  IV2  inch 
hose,  suction  hose,  ladders,  axes,  masks,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  Notikewin  River  and  piped  into  a 45,000 
gallon  elevated  tower  and  a 12,000,000  gallon  reservoir.  There  are  9 fire 
hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value  $123,990 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value  585,210 

Business  84,500 

Power  10,562 


$804,262 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

26.75  30  3.25  60  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 600  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 13  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 182  acres. 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 


Improved 

Gravel 

Earth  Other 

Provincial  Main 

1 

Streets  and  roads 

1 

2 

Lanes 

1 

Total  Miles 

Total 

1 

3 

1 
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There  are  approximately  2 miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 2.25  miles. 

Water  mains  - 2.5  miles. 
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15.  POWER 


Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  N®rth- 
land  Utilities  Ltd.  which  also  serves  rural  areas  under  Rural  Electrification 
Association. 

Residential  Rate 

Demand  charge  - $2.00. 

Energy  charge: 

First  10  KWH  used  per  month  - 9c  per  KWH. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - $2.00  in  town,  $5.00  on  farms  in  R.E.A. 

Terms  of  payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid 
within  10  days  of  billing  date.  An  additional  charge  of  5.||  will  be  added  for 
collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  after  the  date  of 
billing. 

Commercial  Rate 

Demand  charge: 

First  500  watts  of  connected  load  - $1.00. 

Next  4,500  watts  of  connected  load  - 5c  per  100  W. 

Excess  watts  of  connected  load  - 5c  per  200  W. 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 9c  per  KWH. 
Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 6c  per  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - the  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  $2.00. 


Terms  of  payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  the  bills 
paid  within  ten  days  of  billing  date.  An  additional  charge  of  5%  will  be 
added  for  collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  of  billing. 


Many  modern  new  residences  are  being  built  in  Manning. 
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Power  Rate 

Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge: 

First  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 7c  per  KWH. 
Next  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - l^c  per  KWH 

Minimum  monthly  - $1.00  per  HP  of  connected  load  but  not  less  than  $5.00. 

Terms  of  payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  the  bills 
paid  within  ten  days  of  billing  date.  An  aditional  charge  of  5#  will  be  added 
for  collection  charges  on  all  bills  not  paid  within  ten  days  of  billing. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  Notikewin  River  and  piped  into  a 45,000 
gallon  elevated  tower  and  a 12,000,000  gallon  reservoir. 

Residential  Rate 

$4.00  per  month. 

Sewer  - $3.00  per  month. 

Commercial  Rate 

$5.00  to  $50.00  per  month. 

Sewer  - $3.00  to  $25.00  per  month. 


alysis 

Parts 

per  Million 

Total  Solids 

394 

Ignition  Loss 

134 

Hardness 

300 

Sulphates 

96 

Chlorides 

nil 

Alkalinity 

160 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  • 

• Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and 

Magnesium 

Nitrites 

nil 

Nitrates 

nil 

Iron 

1.5 

Remarks  - Water  is  chemically  suitable  after  iron  has  been  settled  out. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 


Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 20c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 3,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Winter  grade  - 21c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 20c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 10,000  gallons. 


20.  COAL 

Coal  is  obtained  from  the  coal  dealers  at  Grimshaw,  which  in  turn 
comes  from  Drumheller  mines. 

Rates  F.O.B.  Grimshaw  per  ton 

Heat  Value  Lump  Stoker  Slack 

11,000  $18.75  $17.75  $11.50 
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Drumheller 


21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  crops,  seeds,  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  honey,  straw,  sand  and  gravel,  lumber. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  R.C.M.P.  Detachment. 


Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Provincial  Treasury  Branch  (sub- 
agency), Liquor  Vendor,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Forestry  Branch  - Ranger 
Station. 

Municipal 

Town  Hall  - housing  (Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Town 
Police  Constable,  Road  Grader  Operator,  Back-hoe  Digger  Operator,  Jail, 
Firehall). 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Manning  Municipal  Hospital  No.  70  has  a capacity  of  18  beds 
and  8 bassinets. 

The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  4 graduate  nurses  and  3 nurses'  aides 
as  well  as  maintenance,  laundry  and  kitchen  staff. 

Other  Services 

1 doctor,  1 drug  store,  1 resident  nurse  from  the  Peace  River  Health  Unit, 
1 chiropractor  calling  weekly,  2 optometrists  calling  monthly. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barber  Shops  2 

Watch  Repairs  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Great  Slave  Lake  Railway  - freight  service  only. 

Canadian  Coachways  - daily  service  between  Peace  River  and  Hay 
River  via  Manning,  daily  service  between  Peace  River  and  Fort  Vermilion 
via  Manning. 

Truck  - daily  service  from  Edmonton  to  Hay  River  via  Manning. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

The  Post  - printed  weekly  at  Fairview. 

Record  Gazette  - printed  weekly  at  Peace  River. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post  Office,  Nearest  Radio  Station  - 
Peace  River  (CKYL). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce. 

Provincial  Treasury  Branch  (sub-agency). 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  License 

Aurora  18  $2.50  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Town  owned  trailer  court. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Gospel  Mission,  .2  Roman  Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Knights  of  Columbus,  Elks,  Optimists,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Cana- 
dian Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Agricultural  Society,  United  Church 
Women's  Association,  Catholic  Women's  League,  Anglican  Women's 
Association. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Manning  Public  Schools  are  a unit  of  the  Peace  River  School 
Division  No.  10.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Typing,  Music,  Art,  Drama  and  French.  The  Manning  Public  School 
population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

6 

172 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

5 

118 

High 

10  - 12 

8 

3 

72 

The  Rosary  Roman  Catholic  Separate  School  teaches  Grades  1 to  10. 
The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1 - 6 

6 

137 

Junior  High 

7 - 10 

3 

49 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Aurora  Theatre 

336 

yes 

no 

Legion  Hall 

100 

no 

yes 

Avenue  Hall 

400 

yes 

yes 

Optimist  Hall 

100 

no 

no 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  Library  in  the  town  but  books  and  property  have  been 
purchased.  A Library  Building  Committee  has  been  formed  and  construction 
of  a building  should  commence  shortly. 

Activities  include  - Drama  at  school;  Local  orchestra. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Cubs,  Scouts,  Air  Cadets,  4-H  Club. 

Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  A.Y.P.A.,  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  softball,  hockey,  curling,  badminton  at 
Separate  School. 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  with  3 sheets  natural  ice,  baseball 
diamond,  sports  grounds,  school  grounds,  open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink. 

39.  FAIRS 

Battle  River  Fair  - sponsored  annually  by  the  Agricultural  Society. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Nil. 


A well  gravelled  Main  Street  serves  the  business  area. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auto  Dealers  

see 

garages 

Implements  (farm)  

4 



4 

Insurance  and 

Barbers  

2 

— 

. — 

— * 

Real  Estate  

1 







Beauty  Parlors  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 



Jeweller  

1 





1 

Building  Contractors  .... 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

Motel  

Blacksmith  

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

Cartage  Delivery  

1 

_ 

Oil  Distributors  

3 

— 

3 

— 

Clothing  (men's 

Optometrists  — 

2 calling  monthly 

and  women's)  

Chiropractor  

1 — — 1 
1 calling  weekly 

Planing  Mill  

Pool  Room  

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Doctor  

1 

Propane  Distributors  .... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Drug  Store  

Dry  Goods  

1 

1 
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1 

Restaurants  

3 

— 

— 

- 

Electrical  Appliances  .. 

1 

- 

1 

Shoe  Repairs  

1 

i 

— 

1 

Garages  and 
Service  Stations  

Theatres  ..  

1 



4 

_ 

4 

Truck  Transports  

3 

- 

— 

- 

General  Store  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Variety  Store  

1 



- 

1 

Grain  Elevators  

4 

— 

— 

— 

Groceries  & Meats  

4 

EK 

— 

4 

Welding  

1 

1 

— ’ 

1 

Hardware  Stores  

2 



__ 

2 

Hotel  

1 

— 

W / 

43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  property  can  be  purchased  from  the  town 
or  private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  production  of  grain  predominates.  According  to  1956  census,  the 
area  in  acre  percentages  devoted  to  the  principal  crops  per  farm  are:  wheat 
56,  oats  28,  barley  30,  Flaxseed  28,  and  tame  hay  including  forage  crop 
seed  16. 


In  some  parts  of  the  district  a fair  proportion  of  the  farm  income  is 
obtained  from  livestock  receipts.  For  the  district  as  a whole  there  are  an 
average  of  8 cattle,  8 pigs,  1 sheep  and  60  hens  and  chickens  per  farm. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  32  miles. 

West  - 8 miles. 

South  - 15  miles. 

East  - 20  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,611. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 896. 
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